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SUBJECT: THIRD COMMITTEE: HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE (ITEM 12) 
REF: STATE 285457 

FOLLOWING IS EXPLANATION OF VOTE ON RESOLUTION ON 
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE (A/C.3/31/L.26): 

QTE: MR. CHAIRMAN: THE UNITED STATES HAS ABSTAINED IN 
THE VOTE ON THIS RESOLUTION FOR WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE 
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WEIGHTY REASONS. I DO NOT. HOWEVER, WISH OUR ABSTENTION 
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TO BE CONSTRUED AS REPRESENTING ANY DIMINUTION OF OUR 
CONCERN OVER THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE. IN 
THIS COMMITTEE AND IN MANY OTHER FORUMS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED OUR CONVICTION THAT 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER AND THE UNIVER 
SAL DECLARATION SHOULD BE APPLICABLE TO ALL COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING CHILE. 

THE RESOLUTION WHICH HAS JUST BEEN ADOPTED IS. HOWEVER, 
SERIOUSLY DEFICIENT IN OUR VIEW. THE PURPOSE OF THE 
ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE IN 
RECENT YEARS IS, AS WE SEE IT, TO EFFECT IMPROVEMENTS IN 
THAT SITUATION. WHEN A GOVERNMENT RESPONDS TO THE 

PRESSURE OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION, AS REPRESENTED 
ESPECIALLY BY THE ACTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND 
ACTUALLY DOES MAKE SUCH IMPROVEMENTS, THEN THAT RESPONSE 
SHOULD BE FULLY CREDITED. THIS RESOLUTION ENTIRELY 
IGNORES THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE THAT 
VIRTUALLY ALL THE PRISONERS HELD UNDER ITS STATE OF 
SEIGE REGULATIONS ARE TO BE RELEASED. QUITE FRANKLY, 

WE ARE AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHY, WHEN A GOVERNMENT 
TAKES AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS-A STEP THAT HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY URGED ON IT BY 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY-THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST 
RECOGNITION OF THIS ACTION IN THE RESOLUTION JUST ADOPTED. 

WE BELIEVE THIS TO BE A MOST SERIOUS OMISSION, ONE THAT 
RAISES A QUESTION WHETHER THE STRICTURES OF THIS BODY ARE 
BEING FAIRLY APPLIED. NOT ONLY DOES THE RESOLUTION 
IGNORE THE POSITIVE AND HOPEFUL ACTION TAKEN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CHILE IN RELEASING POLITICAL PRISONERS, IT 
LAYS STRESS, AS THOUGH NOTHING HAD HAPPENED, ON NEW 
MEASURES TO EXERT FURTHER PRESSURES ON THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CHILE. 

APART FROM THIS BASIC REASON FOR OUR ABSTENTION, THE 
UNITED STATES DELEGATION TAKES EXCEPTION TO THE VAGUE 
AND OPEN-ENDED INVITATION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 4 TO 
MEMBER STATES, UN AGENCIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
"TO TAKE STEPS WHICH THEY MAY CONSIDER APPROPRIATE AS 
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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RESTORATION AND SAFEGUARDING OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN CHILE.' 1 SUCH 
AN INVITATION WOULD, IN OUR OPINION, REPRESENT JUST ONE 
MORE STEP TOWARD THE FURTHER POLITICIZATION OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS, A DESTRUCTIVE TREND 
THAT THE UNITED STATES IS DETERMINED TO RESIST IN THE 
LONG-RANGE INTERESTS OF THE CONTINUING VIABILITY OF 
THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND OUR PARTICIPATION IN THEM. 
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LIKEWISE, WE TAKE EXCEPTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF OPERATIVE 
PARAGRAPH 5(C) WHICH SEEMS TO INVITE THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION TO TAKE UP, IN YET ANOTHER CONTEXT, A QUESTION 
WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN THE SUBJECT OF EXTENSIVE, AND NOT 
ALWAYS PRODUCTIVE, DEBATE AND WHICH, AS FAR AS WE ARE 
CONCERNED, IS LIKELY TO HAVE LITTLE PRACTICAL EFFECT 
ON THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE. END QTE. 
KISSINGER 
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FOLLOWING IS EXPLANATION OF VOTE ON RESOLUTION ON 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE (A/C.3/3 1/L.26 ): 

QTE: MR. CHAIRMAN: THE UNITED STATES HAS ABSTAINED IN 
THE VOTE ON THIS RESOLUTION FOR WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE 
WEIGHTY REASONS. I DO NOT. HOWEVER, WISH OUR ABSTENTION 
TO BE CONSTRUED AS REPRESENTING ANY DIMINUTION OF OUR 
CONCERN OVER THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE. IN 
THIS COMMITTEE AND IN MANY OTHER FORUMS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED OUR CONVICTION THAT 
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER AND THE UNIVER 
SAL DECLARATION SHOULD BE APPLICABLE TO ALL COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING CHILE. 

THE RESOLUTION WHICH HAS JUST BEEN ADOPTED IS, HOWEVER, 
SERIOUSLY DEFICIENT IN OUR VIEW. THE PURPOSE OF THE 
ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE IN 
RECENT YEARS IS, AS WE SEE IT, TO EFFECT IMPROVEMENTS IN 
THAT SITUATION. WHEN A GOVERNMENT RESPONDS TO THE 

PRESSURE OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION, AS REPRESENTED 
ESPECIALLY BY THE ACTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND 
ACTUALLY DOES MAKE SUCH IMPROVEMENTS, THEN THAT RESPONSE 
SHOULD BE FULLY CREDITED. THIS RESOLUTION ENTIRELY 
IGNORES THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE THAT 
VIRTUALLY ALL THE PRISONERS HELD UNDER ITS STATE OF 
SEIGE REGULATIONS ARE TO BE RELEASED. QUITE FRANKLY, 

WE ARE AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHY, WHEN A GOVERNMENT 
TAKES AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS-A STEP THAT HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY URGED ON IT BY 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY-THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST 
RECOGNITION OF THIS ACTION IN THE RESOLUTION JUST ADOPTED. 

WE BELIEVE THIS TO BE A MOST SERIOUS OMISSION, ONE THAT 
RAISES A QUESTION WHETHER THE STRICTURES OF THIS BODY ARE 
BEING FAIRLY APPLIED. NOT ONLY DOES THE RESOLUTION 
IGNORE THE POSITIVE AND HOPEFUL ACTION TAKEN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CHILE IN RELEASING POLITICAL PRISONERS, IT 
LAYS STRESS, AS THOUGH NOTHING HAD HAPPENED, ON NEW 
MEASURES TO EXERT FURTHER PRESSURES ON THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CHILE. 

APART FROM THIS BASIC REASON FOR OUR ABSTENTION, THE 
UNITED STATES DELEGATION TAKES EXCEPTION TO THE VAGUE 
AND OPEN-ENDED INVITATION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 4 TO 
MEMBER STATES, UN AGENCIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
"TO TAKE STEPS WHICH THEY MAY CONSIDER APPROPRIATE AS 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RESTORATION AND SAFEGUARDING OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN CHILE." SUCH 
AN INVITATION WOULD, IN OUR OPINION, REPRESENT JUST ONE 
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MORE STEP TOWARD THE FURTHER POLITICIZATION OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS, A DESTRUCTIVE TREND 
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THAT THE UNITED STATES IS DETERMINED TO RESIST IN THE 
LONG-RANGE INTERESTS OF THE CONTINUING VIABILITY OF 
THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND OUR PARTICIPATION IN THEM. 

LIKEWISE, WE TAKE EXCEPTION TO THE LANGUAGE OF OPERATIVE 
PARAGRAPH 5(C) WHICH SEEMS TO INVITE THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION TO TAKE UP, IN YET ANOTHER CONTEXT, A QUESTION 
WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN THE SUBJECT OF EXTENSIVE, AND NOT 
ALWAYS PRODUCTIVE, DEBATE AND WHICH, AS FAR AS WE ARE 
CONCERNED, IS LIKELY TO HAVE LITTLE PRACTICAL EFFECT 
ON THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE. END QTE. 
KISSINGER 
UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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